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CAMPUS LIFE

#PETSBORO
Jax
“Jax is a 3-month-old Labrador
retriever. His favorite toy is his
blue tennis ball. Jax is very
friendly and will love on anyone
- Owner Amare
he meets.”

Dobby

“Dobby is going to be six years old
this month! He sleeps most of the
day but never fails to greet me
when I come home.”

- Owner Trinity Archer

Edith

BRIANA CORLEE/staff

Lorena Martinez, class of ‘24, practices her archery skills
during her KINS class at Georgia Southern’s Shooting Sports
Education Center on March 1.

“We call her Edie Pie. She’s a
spoiled five-month-old kitty. She
loves cuddles and will chase you
down and yell at you until you
hold her.”
- Owner Gretchen Rasco

WANT YOU AND YOUR
PET TO BE FEATURED NEXT
TIME?
EVELYN SPEAR/staff

Hannah Potter, a recent graduate, goes to Planet Fitness after
work on March 3.

Join our newsletter
Page designed by Kayla Hill

Cover designed by Maya Albert

Scan our QR code and tell us why
they have your heart!

Text GAMG to 22828 to join our daily newsletter!
To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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SHADES OF BLUE ON CAMPUS Puzzle Answers
Difficuult Sodoku 1

Flash

“He’s my best buddy.
When I get home he
gets excited and howls
at the top of his lungs
letting me know it’s play
time.”
- Owner Nate Barnes

Daphne

EVELYN SPEAR/staff

Jenna Gant takes notes and prepares for her midterms on
February 24.

Difficult Sudoku 2

“She loves to cuddle
and play lots of fetch.
She also loves playing
with other dogs and
meeting new people,
especially kids.”
- Owner Katlynn Wilkinson

Wordsearch

EVELYN SPEAR/staff

Marcellus

“He is one of the
sweetest little boys I
have ever met. When I’m
sad, down or stressed
he is right up under me
being goofy or doing
anything to make me
smile.” - Owner Lauren Woods
Page designed by Kayla Hill

Murphy

Kayla Moir waits for her Performance, Culture and
Communication class to begin in Sanford Hall on February
24.

Crossword

“He loves car rides
where he can stick his
head out the window
and let his floppy ears
fly in the wind.”
- Owner Kylie Mcmaster

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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NEWS BRIEFS

$25 TO GET
VAXXED BEFORE
SPRING BREAK

Geoorgia Southern is
offering further incentives
to encourage Eagles to get
their COVID-19 shots before
spring break.
Currently
enrolled
students and employed
faculty and staff at GS who
get vaccinated on-campus by
March 11 will receive a $25
credit on their Eagle Express
cards within 5 business days.
The Wings Up, Sleeves
Up promotion includes any
COVID-19 vaccinations –
first, second and booster
doses.
GS-sponsored clinics have
administered over 11,600
doses. For more information,
visit their Vaccine Incentives
Program page.
--Alex Ghoulston

GS MEDICAL

DIRECTOR RESIGNS

After over 13 years at
Georgia Southern, Medical
Director Dr. Brian Deloach
stepped down from his
position Monday to pursue
another career opportunity.

Following Dr. Deloach’s
departure, Health Services’
staff physician Dr. Angela
Gerguis will serve as interim
Medical Director.
Dr. Gerguis has worked
at GS for nearly four years
and has conducted private
practice in Statesboro since
2000.
Page designed by Kayla Hill
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Dr. Gerguis also serves ONE MAN INJURED
SHOOTING
as Medical Director at
IN
SHOOTING
DEATH LABELED
Ogeechee Area Hospice
INCIDENT
AT
and as a physician at Total
ACCIDENTAL
Health Center for Family
Medicine. She has also
worked at Urgent Care and
Occupational health clinics
throughout Statesboro.
--Morgan Bridges

FIVE WOMEN
SHOT AT WITH
BB GUN OUTSIDE
DORM

A group of women had
BBs shot at them from a
moving vehicle last Tuesday
night while walking to the
Dining Commons.
The University sent out
a Safety Alert on Friday
warning of, “occupants in
moving vehicles launching
projectiles at individuals
walking or standing along
the street.”
One student at Georgia
Southern told police that
she and four of her friends
were walking to the Dining
Commons from Eagle Village
when a white Chevrolet
Pickup came down Georgia
Avenue, shooting BBs at
them from the vehicle,
according to a police report.
Two of the five friends
decided they would not
like to press charges, but
UPD is still looking for the
perpetrator.
They ask that if you have
any information on the
driver’s whereabouts or see
any suspicious activity, call
the Georgia Southern Police
Department at 912-344-3333.
--John Shaw

FREEDOM’S
LANDING

A non-student has been
hospitalized after a shooting
incident
at
Freedom’s
Landing
Thursday
afternoon.
Police responded at 3:30
p.m. to a 911 report of a
shooting inside the building,
according
to
Georgia
Southern’s Vice President
of Communications, John
Lester.
“It
was
quickly
determined that there was
no altercation or foul play
involved,” said Lester. “The
victim was transported to
a local hospital, condition
unknown.”
Police
spoke
with
witnesses in the parking
lot to find out what led up
to the shooting. The case
has been turned over to the
GBI, University Police Chief
Laura McCullough told The
George-Anne.
It’s the University’s policy
that guns are not allowed
inside campus residences,
McCullough said.
Campus Safety sent out
a notice around 4 p.m.
sharing information about
the Counseling Center and
asking that people avoid the
area.
“As a reminder, counseling
support and other resources
are available to all Georgia
Southern
University
students, faculty and staff.
The Counseling Center may
be reached at 912- 478-5541
on the Statesboro Campus,”
the email read.
Freedom’s clubhouse was
also staffed with Counseling
Center personnel for anyone
needing someone to talk to.
--Eden Hodges

The Freedom’s Landing
death was confirmed to be
accidental by the Bulloch
County Coroner.
University
Police
responded to a shot-fired call
Thursday afternoon, finding
18-year-old Kelsey Parrish.
He was later pronounced
dead from a single gunshot
wound to the neck by
Coroner Jake Futch.
Parrish was not a student
nor a resident at Freedom’s
Landing,
according
to
director of communications
Jennifer Wise.
This case was handed over
to the GBI and is an active
and ongoing investigation.
--Vanessa Countryman

SOFTBALL
COME UP SHORT

3-10-22
they participate in The
Spring Games at Maderia
Invitationa in Florida.
--DJ Cadden

GS REBOUNDS
WITH MIDWEEK
WIN

After falling over the
weekend to UCF, the Eagles
rebounded with a convincing
win
over
Jacksonville
University on Wednesday,
13-7.
The Georgia Southern
offense finally found its
groove against the Dolphins,
with six different Eagles
recording an RBI.
Noah Ledford got the
scoring
started
early,
knocking out the Eagles first
home run of the season.
The Eagles surrendered
the lead after JU put up
three runs in the fourth, but
quickly reclaimed a big lead
they would no relinquish.
Seven different Eagles
recorded a hit, five of whom
recorded multiple hits on
the night. GS also fought for
seven walks on the night.
A committee of six
pitchers took the mound on
Wednesday, but Tennessee
transfer Ga’Von Wray was
credited with the win.
The Eagles will be back
in action over the weekend,
when they take on Miami
(OH). All games will be
televised on ESPN+.

The Lady Eagles continued
to struggle on Thursday,
dropping a midweek contest
in Jacksonville, 6-5.
The loss marks the fifth
straight for GS, who had
not taken the field since in
February 20 after the Georgia
Classic was rained out.
GS got out to a quick threerun lead by the third inning
on the backs of a hit, a steal
and a wild pitch. However, a
four-run third inning by the
Dolphins quickly erased the
runs.
--DJ Cadden
The Eagles grabbed the
lead again in the fifth inning,
but could not hold off the
Dolphins, who went on to
win in a 6-5 ballgame.
Ashleigh Duty led the
offensive charge with three
hits, but outfielder Madi
Banks recorded the only RBI
of the game for the Eagles.
Following the loss, the
Lady Eagles sit at 4-7 on
the season. GS will be back
in action on Friday, when
To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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GS STUDENTS THOUGHTS ON

RUSSIA’S INVASION OF UKRAINE
With tensions rising between Russia and Ukraine, there seems to be world wide
recognition, especially in the U.S. of the threat of another world war. Because of this
global conflict, we asked students their thoughts on what’s going on.

BY ELISE TAYLOR
Multimedia Journalist

“I want people to realize that
this is not a joking matter. Not
everything needs to be a meme.
I want people to realize that how
would you feel if you were
waking up to the sound of
bombs,” Senior Dionna Jennings
said.
“I’m thinking about the
women, the children, all of these
different civilians who are being
affected by all of this. I would
hope that the US would get
involved and try to atleast get,
do, give them some refuge,”
Dionna Jennings said.

“It’s one man versus the entire
world. No one agrees with Putin
besides himself and in Russia
all the protesters are being shut
down by the police and being
thrown in the back of vans. That
“When you let somebody is terrible and that’s the worst
gain a lot of power, and let thing about it in my opinion,”
those powers go untapped Freshman Aiden Parris said.
and unchecked for a long time,
they’re able to manipulate the
system enough to be able to
basically do what they want at the
expense of everybody around
them,” Junior Kyle Jenkins said.

“We
need
to
spread
awareness for everything that’s
happening in Ukraine and find
“I believe that the Russian/ ways that we can help them,”
Ukraine situation is very sad Sophomore Haley Gosbee said.
and I’m really-my heart breaks
for the people over there and
I just hope that they can receive
the best help and evacuate as
soon as possible,” Freshman
Denia Samuel said.
Page designed by Kayla Hill

“I think it’s a crazy situation
right now with everything that’s
going on. I just hope that we
can come to world peace,”
Senior Jaylin Andrews said.

To Watch the video,
go to
Thegeorgeanne.com/
Your-Newsroom/
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CHECKING IN
WITH GEORGIA
SOUTHERN
BASEBALL AFTER
THEIR FIRST HOME
SERIES
The Eagles are getting off to a
rough start in the 2022 season.
After upsetting Georgia Tech in
the home-opener the team went
1 for 3 against the University of
Central Florida Knights in their
weekend series.
Eagles’ fans still showed
up and showed out, with an
average attendance of just over
2,000 people per game, happy
for baseball back in the Boro.
Fans like the families of players
Jason Swan and Noah Searcy
who travel to watch the Eagles
play.
“Since
we’re
from
Jacksonville we try to make
every home game and when
they have playoffs, we do go
to the playoff games. So, we’re
here quite often,” said Patricia
Swan, mother of infielder Jason
Swan.
Both families have had many
important moments in their 5
years cheering for the Eagles
but their most memorable ones
were made together.
“Noah and Jason have
known each other through
travel ball and high school,
they played on the same
team. So just coming out here
watching them play together.
One of those things where
we were fortunate enough to
be able to get him to come to
Georgia Southern. Seeing high
school travel ball teammates
play together that’s been pretty
special,” said the father of
outfielder Noah Searcy, David
Searcy.
Eagles’ fans will have the
chance make memories this
weekend when they take on
Miami of Ohio here at home.
-- Justin Helms

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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From Italian immigrant to AwardWinning Author and Writing Professor

BY KELLY WILCOX
Guest Writer

I

n 1978, Italy was in chaos following the kidnapping and brutal murder
of Prime Minister, Aldo Moro, by Red Brigade terrorists. Riots, violence
and school closures led Valerio Valeri, a consultant for the pharmaceutical
industry in Milan, to seek a new life for his family.
Landing a job as an international consultant for Pfizer in New York City, he
hoped to bring luck to his family by immigrating to the United States on Sep.
24—his daughter Laura’s twelfth birthday.
Laura Valeri was born in a small town in Tuscany, Italy—home to the Italian
Renaissance, beautiful fields of green, and the “crispy, baguette-like bread”
Valeri would grow to miss.
However, on the day of her twelfth birthday, Laura Valeri’s entire life changed.
She woke up living in Italy and went to bed as a New York resident, marking a
night she will never forget.
Valeri celebrated with her family that evening at an Italian restaurant named
Pronto. When interviewing Valeri on Zoom, her eyes lit up behind her wideframed glasses as she joked, “the spaghetti tasted like it had been made with
ketchup.” However, food wasn’t the most difficult change.

W

hen she first moved to New York, Laura
Valeri did not speak English. When I asked
how she adjusted, she said, “That was a really long
struggle for me.”
Valeri detailed how her brother and sister picked
up on the language much faster, and she felt alone—
unable to communicate with others.

So, how did Laura Valeri go from
an Italian immigrant who couldn’t
speak English to an award-winning
author, writing professor and master
communicator?
Page designed by Kayla Hill

When speaking to Laura Valeri, her mastery of
English appeared clear beyond proper pronunciation
and grammar. She narrates as if reading directly from
one of her story collections.
Plus, her words resonate naturally which is why I
was surprised to discover she considers herself shy.
Though her careful choice in wording is apparent,
Valeri’s outward confidence outweighs her inward
shyness.
However, Laura Valeri revealed how—despite her
clear understanding—she still encountered many
situations where her work was judged because of
her accent. A publishing agent may love the writing
sample online, but “the minute I start talking… they

find a bunch of faults,” she sighed.
Unlike in Italy, where she explained foreigners are
often helped, Americans were not very welcoming to
Valeri. “When you don’t speak a language, people in
the United States look at you very suspiciously,” she
disclosed when detailing her initial struggles.
“I would not be able to even just make a joke to
make somebody like me… because I couldn’t think
of the first translation fast enough,” Valeri told me in
our interview about her initial move.
Though she and her siblings enrolled in an Italian
school in New York City, Valeri recalled most of her
peers as American-raised students who spoke English
as their first language.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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“Not being able to speak the
language really made me aware
of the importance of language…

I felt so powerless in every situation.” Valeri’s
recognition of the significance of communication
became the inciting incident leading to her passion
for language.
To prove herself, Valeri felt pressured to “speak
English well enough to be able to teach [the
language] to others someday.” This pressure led to
her lifestyle and career.
From teaching to writing, Valeri’s entire life
demands high levels of respect and understanding
of both language and communication from
her. “What is there outside of writing?” Valeri
exclaimed with a laugh during our Zoom meeting.
By day, she is a professor of creative writing. By
night, she authors a range of fiction and creative
nonfiction works.
However, Valeri is bound by no one genre or
niche. She authored two short story collections,
one short story cycle and a book of essays. Her
debut book was a fictional short story collection,
The Kind of Things Saints Do, which later won
the Iowa Short Fiction Award. Then, she wrote her
next two fictional works: Safe in Your Head and
The Dead Still Here.
Valeri’s most recent publication, After Life as a
Human, contains seven nonfiction essays about the
destruction of Florida’s forgotten natural beauty—
Dog Island. The translation, L’Isola del Silenzio, is
her Italian debut.
“I also write a lot of articles on writing pedagogy,
literature, reviews and… I dabble in screenwriting
and other things like poetry,” Valeri listed. Some
of her work appears in College Composition &
Communications, Creative Writing Pedagogy and
Writing & Pedagogy.
Other online and print journals—such as South85
Journal, Conjunction and Glimmer Train—are
home to additional essays, short stories and
translations of hers.
Laura Valeri is trilingual—fluent in Italian,
English and Spanish. Her translations include
articles, short stories, poems and other works.
Georgia Southern University gained Laura Valeri
as a professor within the Writing & Linguistics
department in 2003, where she still works today.
She teaches a variety of introductory and advanced
writing courses including fiction, screenwriting,
creative writing and creativity for writers. Her
academic interests also involve nonfiction and
memoir writing, comparative religion and
mythology.
I first met Laura Valeri in the classroom as a
student in her Fiction Writing class. Despite being
Page designed by Kayla Hill

a writing major, my confidence in my ability as a
writer was at an all-time low.
I wasn’t the child I once was who spent
countless hours creating story after story—plus an
embarrassing fanfiction or two—but a person who
only wrote for class.
Laura Valeri made me believe I, too, could
publish my creative works. Through feedback I
received in her class, I realized I have the potential
to make others feel emotions using only my words.
“As a reader, I really feel the passion in every
line, and your passion makes me passionate. It’s
really strong writing,” she commented.
Suddenly, the importance of language and
communication was clear in a new way. When I
asked in our interview how she distinguishes good
writing, Valeri identified a few key qualities she
recognizes.
First, Valeri notes good writers must be honest,
not just with others but with themselves. “We all
tell lies to ourselves because we want to make
our lives easier, and I think the hardest part about
writing well is to be able to peel away all of the
layers of self-deception,” she observed.
From this honesty forms the wisdom and
compassion “to be able to understand multiple
ways of living—multiple ways of processing
a situation,” Valeri noted. Writers have both
awareness of, and empathy, for other people.
To quote Laura Valeri’s first mentor, John
Dufresne, “[in order] to be a better writer, [you
must] be a better person.” Valeri passed along this
quote to explain a writer’s duty, no matter what
they are writing or to whom, to write with honesty
and compassion.
However, when referring to students in her class,
Valeri clarified, “When I read a piece of writing
and that person can make me believe that I’m in
that world and I really understand the people that
are in there… then I know that writer has talent.”
Valeri’s advice for aspiring writers is to “have the
right expectations about writing.” She says before
pursuing a career in writing, individuals first must
define what career they want specifically and why.
Working in writing is a difficult job. “There are
always people who read your work and don’t get it
or don’t connect with it in the way that you hoped
they would,” she revealed. The criticisms can be
harsh and discouraging.
However, if writing is calling you, Valeri says
you have a moral obligation to answer. “If you
have a passion for this, you should do it,” Valeri
affirmed.
She explained how, “Every one of us has a
different way of processing reality, a different way
of seeing things, and writing is a way in which we
share that. Don’t let anyone take that away from

“What is
there outside
of writing?”

7

you.”
Currently, Laura Valeri is dabbling in multiple
projects herself. While Valeri has two outlined
novels and two screenplays, she is actively writing
an essay and several short stories.
Valeri was also recently contacted by a library
owner in Italy regarding the works of a greatgreat-uncle of hers, Diego Valeri—a well-known
poet in Italy. She is working on translations and
biographical pieces, connecting her work to her
uncle’s poetry.
Currently, four poems translated by Valeri can be
found in the January issue of online art and literary
magazine, the Bangalore Review.

Laura Valeri’s goal is simple: “I
would like to feel like I helped
someone or helped people express
themselves, but more than that, to
have done something that makes
this place a better world to live
in,” she expressed.
She hopes her readers and students “get a little
bit of that experience of stepping into somebody
else’s shoes and gaining empathy and compassion
for other people.”
After getting to know Valeri as an educator and
mentor, I, myself, and my classmates can confirm
she has positively affected the lives of many.
Laura Valeri’s life is proof, to herself and everyone
else, of both the importance of language and
communication, and her ability to master them.
To contact Laura Valeri, visit her website:
LauraValeri.com.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Last-minute Spring Break destinations
for those scrambling to make plans
BY: MCKENZIE KERRIGAN
The George-Anne staff

Spring break is here and during all the cramming for midterms,
you forgot to plan your break. Hotels are booked, everyone has
plans and you’re out of ideas, where do you go?

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina – 181 miles from
Statesboro

Where better to spend spring break than at the beach! After a few
dips in the water and a stroll down the boardwalk, venture into town
to see some unnatural attractions. With so many unusual sites like
the Hollywood wax museum, Ripley’s 5-D Theater or Radical Ropes
Adventure Park, you’ll be busy. If that isn’t your speed, Myrtle Beach
continues to offer more, with Grand Stand hosting events all spring
break long. Then at night, continue the party at the various nightclubs
offered such as Senor Frogs, Bourbon Street or Crocodile Rocks.

Gatlinburg, Tennessee – 248 miles

Maybe sand isn’t your favorite? Then check out the Smoky
Mountains. Replace scenic beaches with mountainscapes,
forestry and more! Home to a national park, it is the
perfect spot for hikers. For those of us who aren’t
keen on walking steep mountains, don’t worry they
have cable cars too. At night, stop by the Gatlinburg
Space Needle and get a closer look at the stars. And
for food, pick one from the many local eateries such
as Split Rail Eats.

Pooler, Georgia – 37 miles

Don’t we go there enough? For those of us
working and in dire need of a day trip, there
is no place like Pooler. Burn some cash at
the Tanger Outlets, and treat yourself to a
meal. With many restaurants and stores to
browse, you’ll be kept busy all day. Scope
out H&M and Levi’s for shopping,
and the Metro Diner for when you’re
feeling hungry! If this isn’t enough,
stop by Savannah, which is only 20
minutes away and venture some
more!

Page designed by Abigail DeRubbo

Atlanta, Georgia – 177 miles

Hit up all the classic tourist attractions like the Atlanta Zoo,
Botanical Garden and World of Coke. Then venture off to explore
some more. Once you find that perfect parking spot, stroll around
Five Points and check out the local shops. Browse around Criminal
Records for some of your favorite music, find your next outfit at The
Pink Zebra Boutique and then catch a show at Variety Playhouse.
Once you’re done, find a themed pop-up restaurant, like the Eat Me
Speak Me at the SOS Tiki Bar, where they serve a modern take on
Polynesian food.

Tybee, Georgia – 62 miles

There is more to see here than just the beach! Tybee offers a rich
variety of excursions to spice up your break. There’s options from
Sundial Charters fossil hunting to historic Fort Screven, accompanied
by a lighthouse and theater. After these festivities, head to Sting
Ray’s Seafood for a bite to eat, who also happened to be voted best
margarita on Tybee Island.

A few tips to keep in mind

Check the prices, vacations can get expensive! When
choosing your next activity, check local vendors for
discounts/deals, the vendor’s website and for larger
group activities, check Groupon.
Hotels are gonna be booked, and many may have
age restrictions. A great place to start to escape the
high prices and overbooking is Airbnb. This app
can help you find cheaper prices, large rooms/
houses and can help you get closer to the
action.

Have a fun and safe
spring break!

3-10-22
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“Statesboro Blues”
A local legend by the name of Blind Willie McTell
“Willie McTell was a musical
genius even at a young age.
He was blind, but he could
envision a song better than
most in his time period.”

BY JOHN CAESAR
Reflector Staff

If you’ve ever listened to the radio often or studied
music in Statesboro, you may have heard of the song
“Statesboro Blues”. This song was most famously
written by Statesboro’s own local hero, Blind Willie
McTell, best known in Statesboro for his great energy
and powerful singing voice.
Although he does not really get much love
in Statesboro itself, it’s not for a lack of trying.
Marketing Director for the Statesboro Convention &
Visitor Bureau, Justin Samples, has worked hard to
try and get McTell the recognition he deserves. So
far, all Statesboro has to commemorate Blind Willie
is a single statue and a trail.
“I would like to see more Blind Willie stuff
actually,” Samples said. “We’ve been wanting
something like that for a long time but I really would
like to see some more Blind Willie.
But what made McTell’s musical talents so
impressive? The answer revolves around how he
played his music. His style on a 12-string guitar was
deemed legendary back in his time.
Willie McTell was a Piedmont Blues, ragtime singer
who managed to put Statesboro on the map for a lot
of tourists, but he did not come from Statesboro. He
was actually born in Thomson, Georgia.
After his mother brought him to Statesboro, he
Page designed by Jonathan Diaz

learned how to play the six-string guitar. However,
the guitar he became most famous for was the
12-string, as he primarily used it to compose his
songs. When it came to the 12-string guitar, McTell
was a master of his craft.
“His ability on guitar, the way he played that
12-string, is just something that most musicians I
think would aspire to be able to accomplish,” said
Samples. “Even to be able to emulate what he did
would be fantastic, but he didn’t emulate himself.”
Willie McTell was a musical genius even at a
young age. He was blind, but he could envision a
song better than most in his time period.
While the Grammy award winning band, the
Allman Brothers, popularized his best hit song, it
was McTell’s raw musical talent that even attracted
the Allman Brothers to the song in the first place.
Thanks to him, Statesboro went from being a small,
agricultural town to even getting visitors to this
day who come here simply due to McTell’s song
“Statesboro Blues”.
“We still actually, believe it or not, get visitors
here, coming just because we’re Statesboro,” said
Samples. “We get people coming here just to take
a picture in front of anything that says Statesboro
because of “Statesboro Blues” and that would not
have happened if McTell would not have lived here
and written that song.”
McTell wasn’t without many hardships in his life.
On top of being an African American man living
between the 1890’s and the 1950’s; McTell, true to his
nickname, was actually blind. He was born blind in

one eye, and by his late childhood he became blind
in the other.
McTell’s father had left the family while he was still
a child. He would eventually die of heart problems,
diabetes to be more precise. He died at the age of 61.
Despite his very legacy being an attraction for
visitors across the country, there’s still so very little
recognition for Blind Willie. Perhaps in time, he could
receive more recognition for his part in Statesboro
history. It would be a sight to behold.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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BY ALYSSIA ROSS

Deep Dive Staff

Mary Jane Patterson was known as an
important educator and the first Black woman to
graduate from college in the United States.
Patterson was born as a slave in 1840 and died
in 1894 at the age of 54-years old as a free woman.
She graduated from Oberlin College in 1862 with
her bachelor’s degree.
Mrs. Patterson worked as a teacher making her
way up to principal in 1871. Patterson opened
many doors for Black African American women
and showed Black women and men that it was
indeed possible to obtain a bachelor’s degree
against all odds.
John Chavis is known as the first Black man to
graduate from Washington and Lee University
with a college degree in the United States.
Although he was the first African American to

THE
MATERNAL
MORTALITY
PROBLEM

receive a college degree, he is actually not well
known by the rest of society.
He was born as a free person unlike Patterson
who was born a slave. Chavis decided to attend
the College of New Jersey now formally known
as Princeton University in 1792. While attending
there, he majored in ministry and graduated as
an honor graduate in 1799. He then went on to be
the first African American preacher that received
his licenses from the Presbyterian church in the
United States during the 1800s.
In conclusion, it is important to know and
embrace history. Patterson and Chavis both are
historical figures in African American history.
Graduating from college is a huge achievement
and is something that should be celebrated. Even
though Black History Month has ended, we
should still pay our respects to the ones before us
by educating ourselves more on our history.

FIRST BLACK
COLLEGE
GRADUATES

Georgia are more likely to experience pregnancyrelated death.
The maternal mortality ratio for African American
women living in Georgia is 47 deaths per 100,000 to
14.3 deaths per 100,000 for white women living in
Georgia.

Source: Grady Newsource
BY TAYLOR COLEMAN
The George-Anne staff

Maternal Mortality is defined by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention as the “the death of
a woman while pregnant or within 1 year of the end
of pregnancy from any cause related to or aggravated
by the pregnancy.”
According to the Center for Reproductive Rights,
Georgia has the highest maternal mortality rate than
any other state. Also, African American women in
Page designed by Jalen Austin
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A study, Maternal Mortality Among African
American Women in the State of Georgia: Causes,
Policy, and Ethical Considerations was conducted
by Georgia Southern University’s faculty at the
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health. This
study discussed the factors that cause an increase
in maternal mortality rates and aimed to identify
the barriers that prevent the reduction in maternal
mortality rates in the State of Georgia among African
American women.

Findings from the study determined that maternal
mortality rates are caused by:
• Low socioeconomic status
• Inadequate nutrition
• Stress
• Lack of medical treatment
• Social Isolation
• Communication barriers such as
miscommunication
• Heart disease
• Sepsis
• Hemorrhage
• Venous thromboembolism
• Hypertensive disorders
• Amniotic fluid embolism
• Peripartum cardiomyopathy
• Complications during pregnancy
What can be done to reduce maternal mortality in
Georgia?
Maternal mortality in Georgia can be reduced by
improving health services and family planning care,
adopting healthier lifestyles, and addressing health
issues before pregnancy. Current initiatives to tackle
maternal mortality are Hear Her Campaign, National
Pregnancy-related Mortality Surveillance, and
Enhancing Reviews and Surveillance to Eliminate
Maternal Mortality.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Ache
Airy
Ally
Ascent
Awoke
Bail
Bees
Began
Bend
Blades
Blend
Blood
Blur
Bonus
Brake
Buys
Came
Cell
Cereal
Comeback
Desk
Dies
Dive
Each
Eager
Eaten
Elbow
Eldest

Engages
Envy
Eras
Essays
Euro
Extract
Fend
File
Foes
Froze
Full
Garb
Geese
Give
Gosh
Guarded
Guru
Guts
Hair
Here
Home
Hours
Humans
Huts
Hymn
Ideas
Idol
Ills
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Into
Irish
Jade
Know
Lance
Lead
Lick
Lies
Lining
Loans
Lotus
Loyal
Maid
Mammoth
Mead
Meat
Meet
Needy
Neon
Oaks
Okay
Oval
Palms
Pill
Prize
Rely
Rider
Rivers

Roof
Sang
Sauce
Scant
Seal
Self
Servant
Slopes
Slug
Sold
Souls
Staple
Stay
Stem
Tasted
Taut
Tease
Tent
This
Tuna
Wars
Wave
Woes
Wooded
Yeah
Year
Yield
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Across

1. Dalmatian’s name?
5. Scent
9. Revise
13. Gets through
16. Nothing
17. Snowy and cold region
18. Chap
19. Wheeled buckets
20. Sends packing
22. Tonic partner
23. Struggle for air
25. Village ___ band
27. ____ metabolism
30. River to the North Sea
32. Stew vegetable
33. Intentions
34. Darjeeling or oolong
35. Russian soup
38. Nucleic acid
39. Enthusiast
41. Fairy
42. Like a tulip for example
44. Take steps
45. Hose problem
46. Police, with “the”
47. Nickname
48. Borderline
49. Ball
51. Letters
53. Setting for many a joke
54. Rajah’s mate

56. House coverings
59. Downfall
61. Relish
64. Diarist Frank
65. Medieval pop singer
66. London’s ___ Gallery
67. This __ for you!
68. Dry

Down

1. Resort
2. Madonna’s ex
3. “I’m ___ you!”
4. Riot control substance (2
words)
5. Killer whales
6. Part of a Saints’ chant
7. Symbi____
8. Summaries
9. Dissolve
10. Evergreen tree (2
words)
11. Low budget small studio
film
12. “Swimfan” character
14. Judgment call
15. Mentally sound
21. Deep sleep
24. Hammer’s end
26. Part of a price
27. Dig
28. Northern Japanese
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people
29. Part of a contract they
don’t want you to read (2
words)
31. Hot casino destination
in China
34. Bit
35. Put chips in the pot
36. Put up
37. Small child
39. Not as many
40. Supersonic missile
(abbr)
43. Nonsense!
45. Scarred areas
47. Co-star in “The Good
Shepherd”: Robert __ __ (2
words)
48. Four-stringed instrument
49. Place to sweat in
50. Deeply engrossed
52. Middle Eastern people
53. Spoiled one
55. A visual representation
57. Sheet
58. Drunken talk?
60. Known as
62. Billiard ball stroker
63. Temper

